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not among the traitors, but among the martyr saints of his
country, more orthodox than Viriatus, and scarcely less holy
than St. James.1 For the career of Ermengild found favour in
the sight of an infallible judge. And Pope Sixtus V. perpetu-
ated the memory of his many virtues by a formal canonisation.
Many are the recorded miracles wrought by his powerful
intercession, and a single bone of Saint Ermengild forms one
of the most precious of the relics preserved for the adoration of
the faithful in the Cathedral Church at Saragossa.^

The Imperial troops seem to have returned to their cities
after the prince's death, without further troubling Leovgild;
and the widowed Ingunthis was sent with her infant son
Athanagild to the Imperial capital at Constantinople. Ingunthis
died on the journey, but Athanagild lived to reach the shores
of the Bosphorus, where he was kindly treated by the Emperor
Maurice, and thus happily passes out of the history of the
times.

The projected marriage between Reccared and Regunthis
had been broken off, partly on account of the death of her father
Chilperic in 584, and partly from the reluctance of her relatives
to part with her rich dowry.3 And Gunthram of Burgundy,
freed from the restraint of Chilperic, although the promptitude
of Leovgild had deprived him of the all-important co-operation
of Ermengild in Spain, declared war against the Arian Goths,
and laid siege to Nismes and Carcassonne, two of the northern-
most towns in the dominion of the Visigoths. Reccared, dis-
patched by his father at the head of an army, acquitted himself
with skill as well as valour, drove off Gunthram and his nephew
Childebert, the leaders of the Franks, secured the northern
frontier, and returned in triumph to Toledo.

His father, in the meantime, had undertaken a most suc-
cessful campaign against the Suevians. Mir, the first ally of
Ermengild, had been defeated and subdued by Leovgild some
time before. But on the death of that leader, during Ermen-

!See Morales, Cron, Gen., iii., 79; Butler's Lives of Saints, sub. Hermengild,
and the Breviary of Span. Church, i3th April.

' 2 Sec Gregory of Tours, Hist. Franc,, vi., 43. Ermengild was not recognised
as a martyr for some three hundred years after his death, Rspafta Setgrada% xvi.,
373. Nor was he canonised until 1585 by Sixtus V., at the solicitation of Philip II.
See, on the question generally, Gorrcs, in the Zeitschrift fur Hist. Tkeolog., 1873.
St. Ermengild's Day is isth April.

8 The way in which first the treasure, and afterwards the Princess, were stopped
on their way from Paris to Narbonne is characteristic and amusing. See Gregory
of Tours, op, cit,, vi. 45.